
Doctrine Separation of 

Powers in America

or

Doctrine Checks and 

Balances in America 

Dr. ANURADHA NAGIA 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR IN

POLITICAL SCIENCE

K V A D A V COLLEGE FOR

WOMEN, KARNAL



Doctrine Separation of Powers in America

Or

Doctrine Checks and Balances in America 

Separation of powers

The Principal or system vesting in separate branches the executive, 

legislature and judicial powers of a government.

Government

Legislature                         Executive                        Judiciary 

Making Laws                 Execute Laws                    Protect Laws



Separation of Powers

 One organ of the government should not interfere in 

other organ of the government.

 One organ of the government should not exercise the 

other function assigned to any other organs.

 The intent of separation of powers is to provide a 

checks-and-balances system for branches.





Checks and Balances 

The system of checks and balances in government was 

developed to ensure that no one branch of government 

would become too powerful.

So, we can say this doctrine Separation of Power as well as 

doctrine of Checks and Balances.



Doctrine Separation of Powers in America

Or

Doctrine Checks and Balances in America 





Legislature

Congress

Judiciary

Supreme Court

Executive

President

Checks and 

Balances





Legislative Checks on Executive

 Ratify Treaties

 Confirm Appointments

 Impeachment power

 Hold money

Executive Checks on Legislature

 Veto Power

 Adjourn Congress in certain situation



Legislative checks on Judiciary

• Impeachment Power

• Reject appointments

• Constitutional Amendments 

Judicial checks on Legislature

 Judicial Review

Executive checks on Judiciary

 Appointments of Judges

Judicial checks on Executive

 Judicial Review
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